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From  Surgery  to  Sculpture 


Dr.  Emil  Seletz,  chief  of  neurosurgery 
at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  and  a 
self-taught  sculptor,  puts  finishing 
touches  on  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln which  will  be  cast  in  bronze  and 


•Associated  Press  Photo 

placed  in  county  law  library.  Dr. 
Seletz  says  he  finds  in  Lincoln's  face 
an  expression  of  "brooding  kindli- 
ness that  I  find  in  no  other  face." 
Sculpture  is  his  avocation. 


Christain  Science  Monitor 
February  12,  1958 


Little  People's  Coiner 


This  heroic  head  of  Lincoln  receives  thoughtful  appraisal 
from  Josepha  Seletz.  She  is  especially  interested  in  the  work 
as  thesculptor  is  her  father,  Emil  Seletz,  of  Los  Angeles. 


SELETZ,   DR.   EMIL 


LINCOLN  BUST-  L. A. COURTHOUSE 


ON  DISPLAY  in  the  new  Los  Angeles  County, 
Calif.,  Courthouse  is  this  sculpture  of  Lincoln 
by  Dr.  Emil  Seletz,  left.  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Earl  Warren  (right)  dedicated  the 
building.  Dr.  Seletz,  Beverly  Hills  neurosurgeon, 
now  has  18  sculptures  on  display  in  public 
buildings,   medical   schools,  and   hospitals. 


SELETZ,  DR.  EMIL 


Los  Angeles  Courthouse 


Lexington,    Kentucky 
Au^st  2?t   1959 


ij©s  Angeles  Lawyers  Give 
Brooding  Bust  The  Boot   | 

By  CHARLES  MAHER 

LOS  ANGELES  (AP)— In  the  corridor  of  the  new  Los  Angeles 
County  Courthouse,  there  stood  a  heroic  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
brooding  in  bronze. 

Today  this  meticulously  molded  monument  of  Lincoln  the 
lawyer  is  gone. 

The  lawyers  kicked  it  out. 

The  300-pound  bust  is  the  creation  of  Dr.  Emil  Seletz,  a  'Bev- 
erly Hills  brain  surgeon  who  has  done  portrait  scupturing  about 
20  years.  His  work  has  won  five  first  prizes  in  West  Coast  art 
shows. 

Caused  Complaints 
When  the  24-million-dollar  courthouse  was  built,  the  bust  was 
intsalled  in  the  main  corridor.    But  before  long  the  Long  Angeles 
Bar  Association  complained  because: 

Dr.  Seletz  occasionally  testifies  in  injury  cases  involving  his 
patients.  On  several  occasions,  he  has  been  identified  in  court 
as  the  creator  of  the  Lincoln  bust.  Some  attorneys  felt  this  identi- 
fication might  affect  the  decisions  of  juries. 

"They  thought,"  the  doctor  said,  "that  if  the  jury  knew  I 
made  the  Lincoln  bust  they  would  think  me  more  capable  in  my 
field  of  surgery." 

Grant  Cooper,  a  vice  president  of  the  bar  association,  said: 

"There  had  been  complaints  from  members  (of  the  associa- 
tion) and  judges.    Complaints  had  come  on  both  sides  of  cases." 
Embarrassing  Questions 

Cooper  said  attorneys  had  "asked  the  doctor  embarrassing 
questions,  like  was  he  a  doctor  or  a  sculptor?" 

The  association  asked  the  county  board  of  supervisors  to  re- 
move the  bust.  And  Friday  Lincoln  was  carted  away  to  the  doc- 
tor's home. 

Dr.  Seletz,  who  was  born  48  years  ago— on  Lincoln's  birthday 
—did  not  respond  with  indifference.    His  comment:       \*. 

"This  head— I  spenWour  long  years  working  on  it.  I  thought 
it  was  fitting  for  the  courthouse  because  it  was  Lincoln  the  lawyer. 
...  I  did  not  ask  them  to  put  my  name  on  the  big  marble  base. 
They  did  that  themselves." 

Seletz  said  he  suggested  his  name  be  removed,  but  it  did  no 
good.- 


'HONEST  ABE'  GETS  THE  HEAVE-HO— Workmen  grapple  with  a 
300-pound  bronze  bust  of  Abe  Lincoln  after  it  was  ordered  removed 
from  its  place  of  honor  in  the  new  Los  Angeles  County  Courthouse. 
The  Los  Angeles  Bar  Association  had  complained  that  the  bust's 
creator,  Dr.  Emil  Seletz,  a  physician,  often  testifies  at  the  court- 
house as  a  witness,  and  has  on  occasion  been  identified  by  attor- 
neys as  the  donor-creator  of  the  Lincoln  bust.  Some  attorneys 
contended  this  identification  might  influence  juries.  A  small 
painting  of  Lincoln  will  replace  the  bust.     (AP  Wirephoto). 


Los  Angeles  Herald  Express 
February  12,  1959 


'L  A.  Surgeon  Fascinated  by  'Face  of  Martyr' 

Sculptures  Moods  of  Lincoln 


N 


— Herald-Express  Photo 

DR.  EMIL  SELETZ,  BRAIN  SURGEON  AND  SCULPTOR,  AND  THREE  OF  HIS  LINCOLN  BUSTS 

Heads,  Left  to  Right,  Are  The  Statesman,  Lincoln  in  Illinois  and  The  Sad  Lincoln;  'A  Portrait  Bust  is  a 

Biographical  Sketch,'  Says  Dr.  Seletz,  Who  Finds  Lincoln  His  Favorite  Subject 


By  STAN  LEPPARD 
"A  lure  and  an  enigma:  The  face  of  a  martyr." 

That's  the  way  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
described  by  a  man  who  for  20  years  has  "lived  with" 
the  countenance  of  the  Great  Emancipator. 

The  speaker  was  Dr.  Emil* — 
Seletz,  whose  creation  of  the 


bronze  head  of  "Lincoln  the 
Lawyer",  recently  unveiled  at 
the  new  Los  Angels  County 
Courthouse,  won  Seletz  new 
stature  as  a  sculptor. 

In  fact,  his  stature  as  a 
sculptor— among  sculptors  — 
has  all  but  matched  his  sta 
ture  in  his  primary  profes- 
sion. Dr.  Seletz  leads  a  dou- 
ble life. 

A  distinguished  brain  sur 
geon,  he  is  chief  of  neuro 
surgery  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital,  senior  attending 
neurologic  surgeon  to  the  Los 
Angeles  County  General  Hos- 
pital, assistant  professor  of 
neurosurgery  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  School  of 
Medicine,  and  a  widely-pub- 
lished medical  writer. 

Now  Making  His 
Fifth  Lincoln 

American    Artists   Maga- 
zine, however,  describes 
him  as  a  "part  time,  self- 
trained   scupltor  who   has 
executed  a  number  of  por- 
trait heads  and  busts  which 
rank    as    him    a   profesi- 
sional,  though  he  would  be 
the  first  to  disclaim  it." 
Since  that  article  Seletz  has 
been  forced  to  abandon  his 
self-styled  "amateur"  status 
Almost  completed  is  a  bust 
of  Dr.  Robert  Gordon  Sproul, 
president  of  the  University  of 
California,  which  was  under- 
taken on   a  commission  by 
University  regents. 

The  Los  Angeles  Court- 
house Lincoln  head,  the  only 
Lincoln  unveiled  throughout 
the  ilation  during   the  Lin 


coin  sesqui-centennial,  is 
Seletz's   fourth   Lincoln.   He 
is  now  in  the  initial  stages 
of  a  fifth,  a  bearded  Lincoln. 
Lincoln,  as  you' may  have 
gathered,    is    his    favorite 
subject    The    fact   that 
Seletz's    own    birthday    is 
also  Feb.  12  is  only  inciden- 
tal, the  doctor  claims. 
There   are   now   about   20 
heads  and  busts  by  Dr.  Seletz 
on    display    throughout   the 
nation,  and  not  all  of  them 
Lincoln.    Well  known  here  is 
his  head  of  Albert  Einstein  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Council  building 

'Graveyard'  of 
Many  Sculptors 

Others  include  heads  and 
busts  of  Ludwig  Von  Beetho- 
ven, Will  Rogers,  Sir  William 
Osier  and  half  a  dozen  other 
famous  medical  men. 

But  his  first  effort— when 
he  succumbed  to  a  "violent 
compulsion"  to  sculpture, 
back  in  the  early  1930's  when 
he  was  in  training  at  Geo* 
eral  Hospital  here  —  was/a 
Lincoln  head.  / 

He  was  warned  by  a  sculp- 
tor friend  that  Lincoln  is  the 
graveyard  of  reputations  for 
sculptors,  like  "St.  Louis 
Blues"  is  the  graveyard  of  I 
reputations  for  trumpet  play- 
ers. 

No  one  tries  Lincoln  until 
their  standing  is  assured  and 
unassailable.  He  urged  Dr. 
Seletz  to  destroy  the  work. 

Seletz  refused,  although  he 
conceded  enough  to  hide  the 
head  whenever  the  friend 
was  in  the  house. 

He  now  considers  that 
head — he  worked  three 
years  on  the  face  alone — 
s  one  of  his  best.  And  Lin- 
coln, the  ever-  changing, 
Voody  Lincoln,  remained 
his  favorite  subject. 
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By  STAN  LEPPARD 
"A  lure  and  an  enigma:  The  face  of  a  martyr  " 

1  ^at's  the  way  the  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
described  by  a  man  who  for  20  years  has  "lived  with" 
the  countenance  of  the  Great  Emancipator. 

The  speaker  was  Dr.  Emil* — 
Seletz,  whose  creation  of  the 
bronze  head  of  "Lincoln  the 
Lawyer",  recently  unveiled  at 


the  new  Los  Angels  County 
Courthouse,  won  Seletz  new 
stature  as  a  sculptor. 

In  fact,  his  stature  as  a 
sculptor— among  sculptors  — 
has  all  but  matched  his  sta- 
ture in  his  primary  profes- 
sion. Dr.  Seletz  leads  a  dou 
ble  life. 

A  distinguished  brain  sur 
geon,  he  is  chief  of  neuro 
surgery  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital,  senior  attending 
neurologic  surgeon  to  the  Los 
Angeles  County  General  Hos- 
pital, assistant  professor  of 
neurosurgery  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  School  of 
Medicine,  and  a  widely-pub 
lished  medical  writer. 

Now  Making  His 
Fifth  Lincoln 

American    Artists   Maga- 
zine, however,  describes 
him  as  a  "part  time,  self- 
trained   scupltor  who   has 
executed  a  number  of  por- 
trait heads  and  busts  which 
rank    as    him    a    profesi- 
sional,  though  he  would  be 
the  first  to  disclaim  it." 
Since  that  article  Seletz  has 
been  forced  to  abandon  his 
self-styled  "amateur"  status. 
Almost  completed  is  a  bust 
of  Dr.  Robert  Gordon  Sproul 
president  of  the  University  of 
California,  which  was  under- 
taken  on   a  commission  by 
University  regents. 

The  Los  Angeles  Court- 
house Lincoln  head,  the  only 
Lincoln  unveiled  throughout  — ■ 

the  station  during   the  Lin- head  whenever  the  friend 
x  1    Iwas  in  the  house. 

He  now  considers  that 
head— he  worked  three 
years  on  the  face  alone— 
i  one  of  his  best.  And  Lin- 
Vo  1  n,  the  ever- changing, 
V  o  o  d  y  Lincoln,  remained 
his  favorite  subject. 


coin  sesqui-centennial,  is 
Seletz's   fourth   Lincoln.   He 
is  now  in  the  initial  stages 
of  a  fifth,  a  bearded  Lincoln 
Lincoln,  as  you  may  have 
gathered,    is    his    favorite 
subject    The    fact    that 
Seletz's    own    birthday    is 
also  Feb.  12  is  only  inciden- 
tal, the  doctor  claims. 
There   are   now   about   20 
heads  and  busts  by  Dr.  Seletz 
on    display    throughout    the 
nation,  and  not  all  of  them 
Lincoln.    Well  known  here  is 
his  head  of  Albert  Einstein  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity Council  building 

'Graveyard'  of 
Many  Sculptors 

Others  include  heads  and 
busts  of  Ludwig  Von  Beetho- 
ven, Will  Rogers,  Sir  William 
Osier  and  half  a  dozen  other 
famous  medical  men. 

But  his  first  effort— when 
he  succumbed  to  a  "violent 
compulsion"  to  sculpture, 
back  in  the  early  1930's  when 
he  was  in  training  at  Ge 
eral  Hospital  here  —  was/a 
Lincoln  head.  / 

He  was  warned  by  a  sculp 
tor  friend  that  Lincoln  is  the 
graveyard  of  reputations  for 
sculptors,  like  "St.  Louis 
Blues"  is  the  graveyard  of 
reputations  for  trumpet  play 
ers. 

No  one  tries  Lincoln  until 
their  standing  is  assured  and 
unassailable.  He  urged  Dr. 
Seletz  to  destroy  the  work. 

Seletz  refused,  although  he 
conceded  enough  to  hide  the 


LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 
FEBRUARY  12,  1990 


Sculptor  Is  Honestly  Abe's  Biggest  Fan 


Fifty  years  may  seem  like  a  long  time  for  a  brain 
surgeon  to  toil  over  one  head.  But  not  to  Dr.  Emil  Seletz. 

That's  how  long  the  veteran  Los  Angeles 
neurosurgeon  has  been  carving  the  cranium  of  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  Americans— Abraham  Lincoln. 

Seletz  is  a  self-taught  sculptor  whose  lifelong  goal  has 
been  to  create  detailed  bronze  busts  of  Lincoln.  Today  he 
plans  to  mark  the  anniversary  of  the  16th  President's 
birth  in  1809  by  working  on  his  grandest  Lincoln  head 
yet.  It  is  a  four-foot  replica  that  he  hopes  to  place  in 
Ford's  Theatre  in  Washington. 

Seletz,  who  retired  from  medical  practice  three 
months  ago,  will  also  celebrate  his  own  birthday  today. 
He  plans  to  spend  part  of  it  working  in  his  back-yard 
studio  surrounded  by  40  other  busts  of  Lincoln  he  has 
shaped  over  the  years. 

Declining  to  give  his  exact  age,  Seletz  said  with  a  grin, 
"I'm  past  75." 

The  short,  courtly  Seletz  picked  up  his  first  glob  of 
modeling  clay  after  he  spied  a  bust  of  Lincoln  in  the 


Capitol  rotunda  during  a  visit  to  Washington.  He  was  a 
23-year-old  Philadelphia  medical  student  at  the  time. 

His  eyes  sparkle  as  he  remembers  being  left 
breathless  by  the  beauty  of  artist  Gutzon  Borglum's 
work. 

"It  simply  enthralled  me.  It  excited  me  beyond  my 
ability  to  express  it,"  recalls  Seletz.  "That  head  was 
remarkable.  I  ran  back  every  holiday  to  take  a  look  at 
it." 

When  he  could  not  find  a  copy  of  the  Lincoln  bust  to 
purchase,  he  set  out  to  shape  one  with  his  own  hands. 

After  finishing  medical  school  and  settling  in  Los 
Angeles,  Seletz  created  one  Lincoln  head  after  another. 
There  was  Lincoln  in  Illinois  in  1858.  Lincoln  the  lawyer. 
Lincoln  in  1860.  Lincoln  in  1861.  Lincoln  the  President  in 
1863.  A  tired  Lincoln  shortly  before  his  assassination  in 
1865  at  Ford's  Theatre. 

Contemporaries  of  Lincoln  described  him  as  homely, 
even  ugly.  Seletz  disagrees. 

"He  has  the  most  beautiful  face  I've  ever  seen,"  he 
said.  "More  beautiful  than  any  woman." 

Seletz  said  he  has  always  sought  to  capture  Lincoln's 
Please  see  LINCOLN,  B8 


LINCOLN 


THEODORA  LITSIOS  /  Los  Angeles  Times 

Sculptor  Emil  Seletz  shows  a  smaller  Lincoln  bust  to 
granddaughters  Michelle  and  Jennifer  Taitz,  center. 
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Continued  from  Bl 

wleary  compassion  in  his  busts, 
sdme  of  which  have  taken  seven 
years  to  complete. 

|Between  Lincolns,  Seletz  has 
ddme  other  busts,  including  studies 
of  medical  figures  and  family 
members,  as  well  as  such  personal- 
ities as  Albert  Einstein,  Ludwig 
van  Beethoven  and  Charles  Dick- 
ems. 

I  He  always  returned  to  Honest 
Abe,  however. 

i"I  guess  I'm  a  little  berserk  on 
the  subject,"  he  said,  pointing  at 
Ljncoln  heads  that  have  spilled  out 
of  his  studio  and  onto  a  covered 
patio  behind  his  Los  Feliz  home. 
;Said  his  wife  of  40  years,  Sylvia: 
"I've  learned  to  live  with  them." 

Although  some  of  his  other  busts 
have  been  placed  in  schools  and  at 
Los  Angeles  County  Medical  Assn. 
offices,  only  two  of  Seletz's  Lin- 
colns are  on  official  public  display. 
One  is  at  a  courthouse  in  San  Jose. 
The  other  is  at  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Hall  of  Administration. 
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